


THE ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT 
FLEET 

The result was a Rock Island District boat fleet. 
As the number and complexity of projecb on the 
Upper Miaaissippi expanded, the Rock Ishnd Dis- 
trict padually developed an impressive fleet of 
Goats of all shapes and sizes: towboats, tendera, 
3nagboat3, cam1 boats, dipper and hydraulic 
dredges, quarterboats, buildingboats, barges, laun- 
ches, and skiffs. 

It was. for the beginnings of this fleet that t h e  
District, under prodding by Montgomery Meigs, 
eatakdished a dry do& amd machine shop alongside 
the Des Moines. Rapids C a d  In 1889. Between 
1896 and 1908 this was followed by three more 
boatyards: one at Fountain City, Wisc0,nsIn; one at 
South Stillwatm, Minnesota; and the Silver Lake 
Roatyard operated in conjunction with the Mihn 
section af the Illinois and Mississippi C d .  Here 
the Governnaent plant was kept in rep&; the yards 
at Stillwater and Silver Lake also provided winter 
quarters for the fleet. 

Rock Island District boats were not only repaired 
and wintered at  theae yards; many boats designed 
by Maigs and other e a n e e r 3  were built here. The 
D e s  Mohes; Rapids Canal Dry Dock remained the 
major hdallation, and the large stemboats were 
built there, The Fountain City and Stillwater 
boatyards were used to construct bwges and 
quarterboats, and an omsional dredge. At the peak 
of their activity from 1890 to  1910, WQ& at these 
boatyards far outatripped the output of any other 
E n e e e r  district in the United States, building, 
rebuilding, and servicing a Rock Isknd District 
fleet of more than 200 named bmtgmL 

Montgomery Me@ remained in charge of the 
boakyard he had built at Keokuk, while the other 
three boatyards were in local charge of the assistant 
engineers responsible for the sub-sections of the 
District {which had been established by Colonel 
Mackenziel. J,D. ESuShne was in charge of the 
Stillwater yard, William Thompson of the Fountain 
City yard, and L.L. Wheeler operated the Silver 
Lake yard a s  part of his c a d  responsibilities. The 
yards serviced boats and barges operating in their 



Boatyard lasted only several years and the Foun- 
ta in  City yard want with that section of the river to  
$tn PauL The Des M ~ i n e s  Rapids Canal shops disap- 
peared with the canal in 1912 and were replaced 
with a dry dock, but minus the boat building 
facilities. The last of the large boats, the “million 
d a h  dredge” Rock Idant$ wag transferred out of 
the District in 1958. Today the District maintains B 
modest fleet of towboats, tenders, and workboats, 
but the hiss of the ateam engine and the slapslap of 
the paddles are lung gone. 

The first steambmt;s in the R d  Island District 
were the Monmna and the Cuffmy bought by War- 
ren in St. Louis in 1867. Warnen had previously pur- 
chased a quarterboat and several small skiffs for his 
survey crew8 in the fall of 1866, but these were mov- 
ed from place to place by rented boats or c o m e r -  
cial packets. Wilson at Keokuk had been &ven no 
appropriations for boats at all. Warren had re- 
queat.4 an appropriation for Wilson to buy boats, 
claiming that the rapids work was suffering for lack 
of transprsrtati~n,~ but finally Mramen lent his own 
boats to the Rock Island Rapids project,. The Des 
Molnes Rapids work had QTW small cam1 boat 
drawn by horses. Meanwhile, Wilson’~1 assistants 
Lieutenant Charles Allen and E.F. Hoffmarm mov- 
ed from $ace to pkce by obtaining fret? passes on 
commercial packets.‘ 
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Plans for a light draft snagboat 
far work ~n th8  9hallb.wer 
wmtere of the Uwer Mlsslsslp. 
pl, deslgned by Malar G. K. 
Warren In 1567. More hke 3 
barge., this bmt  had no power 
to work on i t s  own. 

The Mmtaa7la had been built for the Misaowi 
River trade and the Cuffmy for the T ~ E S ~  River. 
Both boats required extensive modificatkn to suit 
them for their Upper Mississippi snagging and 
d r e d e g  operations. The work was performed at  
the da& y a r d s  of the N.W.U. Packet Company at 
LaCrosse, Wi3consin, a d  at St. Paul. The boats 
had their forward guards removed, and the boiler 
and hurricane decks r e d u d .  In addition, the Caf- 
frey had ita Texas deck and the auperfluma parh of 
the cabin removed. Both boats were fitted with 
Long's Scraper for dredging (though Warren placed 
these In the bow rather than iu the stern where Long 
had placed them). The Mnntuna wa3 dsrs fitted with 
swinging cranes of lij tons lifting power a& fer 
snag removal, As a pilot for the Monhma, Warren 
k e d  David Tiptan, m e  of the mast respected men 

mud or sand-so that the current 
could carry It away. 
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THE ROCK ISLANO DISTRICT 
FLER 

im the river. David Tipt~n had bsgun as a keelboat- 
man; he continued in the service of the Rack Isknd 
District until he dropped dead at the wheel of hi3 
boat in 1904 at  the age of 84.6 The last of the 
District smghts was named t h e  Tipton in hi3 
honor after he tiid. 

Wmm wa3 able to operate the M Q P I ~ ~ ~  and Caf- 
fmy very emnoSmically. The total cost of wages, hd, 
and food came about $100 per day p w  boat. The 
cost of operating commercial packets on the Upper 
Mississippi during thi3 3ame perid ran between 
$350 and $660 per day. 

In 1868 Warren bought a small raftboat, the Win- 
neconn~, for the Wisconsin River hprovement, The 
boat m g t  $8,600 and was well built for snag opera- 
tions because of her rafting quipment. Low water 
in 1868 prevented her from working on the Wiscon- 
s h  that season. During the 1869 season she was 
employed cleaning out snags between Portage and 
Sauk City, but her draft wa3 troublesome on the 
shallow river. W m e n  recommended cutting the 
boat in two and lengthening the h d  to decrease the 
draft. but this was not done. 

When Warren left his duties mt the Upper Mis- 
sissippi, the boats he had assembled were tjransfer- 
red to  Macomb. 

In 1877 Matomb received authority t o  buy a 
dredge for the Des Mohes Rapids Canal work. This 
boat, was the slipper dredge Ajm, built at, Quincy, 11- 
linois, in 1876 by H.S. Brom, for which Macomb 
paid $11,500. The &.x wag a medium boat 73 feet 
long with a 28-fmt beam and a 3-hoot, 5-inch draft. 
The s k m  hoisting engine operated B l%-mbic yard 
dippm at  the end of a 30-foot boom. The Ajax served 
a s  the canal dredge until after W d d  War I. 

Also in 1877 Macomb bought a small steam 
launch, the Iris, for $350 to use in the improvement 
of the Burhgton, Iowa, h a r b ~ r . ~  

The fir& boats designed by District personnel 
specifically for District projects were built the 



following year, in 1878, when Major Farquhar im- 
provised two steam drill 3cows in an attempt to im- 
prwe rock excavation at the Rack Island Rapids. 
These have b e n  described in Chapter 3. The drilling 
3mws were used at the Des Moines Rapids in the 
channel between Nashville and Montsoae. (See il- 
lustration on page 94). 

During the fall and winter of 1878-79 the machin- 
ery and deck of the wm-n-cmt Morztuna were put in a 
new hull by D.S. Barmare a t  Jaffersonvilb, Indiana, 
home of several early ship-building firms. The new 
boat wa3 named bhe G e n a d  Barnad in honor of the 
man who had been Chief Engineer of defenses of 
Waahin@n and Chief Engineer of the Armies in 
the Field under Grant during the Civil Wm, General 
Barnard had refuad a nomination from President 
Lineoh to become Chief of Engineers following Tot- 
ten's death. In 1878 General Barnard had been ap- 
pointed to the B o d  on Improvement of the Low- 
water Navigation of the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rive13,~ The Barnad arrived in Rock Island on 
April 24, 1879. 

The practice of rebuilding worn-out boats into 
new ones with new names was a common practice on 
the Mississippi where machinery was expensive and 
the hulls subject t o  frequent wrecks and the natural 
effects of being- in water and ice. When the Genemi 
Bamrd was c o n d e m d  in 1900, however, it wa3 
replaced by an entirely mew h a t ,  the C06ond A. 
Macksnrie. Only the dishes and a few items of fur- 
niture from the Burnard went with the new boat. 
The Mwksrzrie was renamed the David T'lpton in 
1907 (after only slight modification), and served as 
thB District snagbat until 1921. 

The Gmwd Barnad was the grandest boat ever 
built for the Rock Island District. Bemuse the 
machinery of the Mcmtam was used in her con- 
struction, her total cost wa3 only $21.,000. For this, 
the District got a sidewheel ste-amboat whose over- 
all C ~ U X I S ~ Q ~ E I  were 220 feet bng with a 64-fmt, 
%inch beam (extending out over a 37-foot-wide hull), 
and a 5-fmt hold. Her wheels were 25 feet in 
diameter with 1 2  bucket8 an each wheelq She con- 
tainsd a total of 17 stateroom9, of which the six aft 
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tions, and is admirably fitted for her work.’j8 The 
Barnard was condemned QII August 22, 1400, m d  
sent to Jafferaosnvih, In&na, where she was d d  
Zlt al.lCbl f Q r  $1,006. 

In addition to the Barnard, Mackenzie added four 
amall a h m  launches to the fleet in 1879: the Mary, 
Be53ie, h r a e ,  and Wnsp. These were used as dredge 
tenders, towboats, inspection blrsats, and for general 
purpose work on the De3 MQille3 Rapids-td3t. Pad 
d m  of the 41J2-foot charnel project. Th boats 
were built at Rock Island with m$lnss corrstructed 
at bhe Rock Island ArsenaL At least om, the h n e ,  
was designed by Montgomery Meigs, the first of a 
long series of Maigs ’ designs. 

The River and Harbor Bill of March 3, 1881, p m  
v-ided for construction of a light-draft amgbmt to 
be used tm assist the General B m h  Then m 
April 4, the Chief of Engineers authorized Macken- 
z B  to  build two medium towboats. All three of these 
boats werB designed by Montgomery Maigs. 

The two towbmts, the F u r y  and Vinn, were built 
during the spring and 3ummer of 1881 by Jct3eph 
Reynolds of Dubuque. They were identical stem- 
wheel boats, 100 feet long with a 20-fmt beam and a 
26-inch &aft. Their wheels were 13 feet in diameter. 
The Fury [US. Towboat Na 2) came off the ways on 
October 3,1881, and the Vixen [V.S. Towboat No. 31 
on November 10. Each boat m3t $12,000. 

The snagboat was designed and Brawn during the 
fall of 1881 and built in the winter and spring of 
1882 by Howard and Company of Jeffwaonvilb. 
This boat, the J.G. Parh, wag 140 feet long with a 
28-fmt beam and a 4-foot draft. Most of the Govern- 
ment boats built for improvement work were plain 
and h n s t i o d ,  but the sternwheel Pwh was a 
beautiful boat with an o m t e  pi lot house and 
gingerbread trim in the be& riverboat tradition. 
The Park@ was named after the Engineer officer 
who was a member of the party that in 1849-50 had 
determined the Iowa-Mhnesota Territory line, and 
who served a3 chief astronomer and surveyor of the 
party marking the Northwest Boundary in 1857-61. 203 



Two other atemboats were purchased in M31, 
the Ahert (U.S+ Towboat No, 1) and the Coal Bhff a 
large boat 148 feet, 7 inches by 28 feet, 4 inches, 
weighing 175 tons. These boats went to  work an the 
section of river from the Ilea Moinea Rapids to the 
mouth of the Illinois River, During the disastrous 
floods in the spring of 1882, the CoaIBhffmd the 
Rurnad were sen t  to  the relief of f l d  victims 
below St, Loui3. The Coal Bluff carried 1,689 bamls 
of meal, 383 boxes of bacon, 17 bales of tenting, and 
other €reight on this trip to Vicksburg. 
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The Cad Sluff wa3 another of the District boats 
with mlramlously long: life, still going strung in 
1922. The District fleet received g o d  caret undergo- 
ing frequent repair and rebuildingt with the result 
that it wa3 not unusual for these wooden boats to  
East 30 or years, in contrast to the fleeting life 
of the average cmnmm&l packet. The Geyser may 



The practise af modifying older 
baals into new ones can be 
seen by compparlng thts photo 
of t h r  David T f p h  wilh that of 
the M a c h n z ~ ~  The Mxke iwe,  
with minor rnsdlflcallons {in- 
cludhg a T e x m  deck). became 
the Tsprurr. 

hold the record. Thiis small dredge was built by 
Meigs at Keclknk in 1893 and worked until it sank 
next to the dry dock at K m M  in the hte 1940's. 

The careful repair in which the District boats were 
kept wa3 mpensiva, and maintenance costs of near- 
ly all of the boats far exceeded their original cast, 
The Coal Shfi for imtance, which had 'Den pur- 
chased for $8,000 in 1881 when it wag three years 
old, cast 578,220 t a  maintain through 1817. The 
Abrf was boughk by the Gavwment for $6,000 and 
ran up a repair bill of $38,822 by 191'7." 

By 1882, in addition to the ahve steamboats, the 
Rack Island District fleet consisted of 55 stone 
barges and the necessary complement of quarter- 
boats, pile drivers, and fuel flats. However, there 
were still not enough boats and machinery on the 
Upper Mississippi either In Government or private 
hands, tm carry aut the 4I,'a*fmt dmnnel project at 
the rate it was b8in$ funded by Congress. In 1882 
Assistant Engineer E.F. Hoffmann h v e a t i g a t d  rn 
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Sldc vldw of Iha steam haunch 
LtJcla. 

Montgomery Meigs designed and built another 
small steam 1aunc.h at the canal shops in 1885. Nam- 

she m o a  became the sweetheart of the Rack Island 
fleet. She was a plain-looking boat, but of all the 
boais M&gs designed, she remained hi3 favorite, 

The Luck was the Upper Mississippi’s equivalent 
of “khe little engine that could.” Smaller than most 
of the District boats, with a 78-f~at length, a l6-foot 
beam, and a 24-inch draft, her $foot sternwheel tur- 
ning 25 revolutions per minute, the Luciu performed 
a wide variety of tasks on the Mississippi. She acted 
a3 a dredge tender, she towed barges, placed buoys 
on the rapids, got booms in for the winter, worked 
on levees during floods, and carried distinguished 
visitors up a d  down river. 

During periods of flood (which were frequent 
through the 1880’4, she worked the bottom lands 

-Redrawn by Randall T w r e t ,  
from ariginai pian9 ad the L U C ~  after of Mackemie’s daughters, 

in the Natlonal Archives. 
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~ h s  automatic soundlng TheLsreh had her hull rebuilt in 1895, and kept at 
machine designed by ColOml 

$teamer Le Cleirb. By 1887 the Rock hhnd District had 11 steam- 
boats and some 100 barges, dredges, dump boats, 
and quarterboats. A partion of these were trans- 
ferred to  Captain Ernest H. Rvffner when he 
became enginerr in .chargs of the .section of the 
Mississippi from Keokuk to the mouth of the 11- 
linois. River under the Mississippi River Commission 
in 1884. Among these were the Coal Slu# the Iris, 
and t h e  Imm. Hn addition, Ruffner bought a new 
small steamer, the! S~srr~sss, from H.M. Horton of 
Pomeroy, Ohio, for ,$6,500 In March of 1887. 
Originally the Success wa;s to have acted as a 
dredge tender for EI new hydraulic dredge that Ruff- 
nm intended to experiment with. Previous hydraulic 
dredges on other river systems had been used with 
mud and silt, but the sand of the Upper Mississippi 
presented new prclblerns. However, all bids for the 
dredge were too high. Ruffnler solved the problem 
by determining to make the SUCCESSS hmaelf into a 
hydraulic dredge. New dredge machinery was 
ordwd and the Swcess was altered to fit this 
equipment. 

her work until well after World War I. 
J. N. Macomb. and later named 
after himn. attached to the 
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Apparently the hard work demanded of such a 
small boat wag too much, for the SUCCESS l a & A  an- 
ly until 1893, the year the section of the river in Cap 
tain Ruffner’s charge wa3 transferred back h 
Mackemie. 

AS the WQtk 011 the 44h-f00t ~hannel mpanded 
from 1890 to  1900, the Rock Island District f l e t  
gradually Increased. By 1903 the Corps owned 20 
steamboats, 4 dipper dredges, two new hydraulic 
dredges (the G~yser, b d t  in 1893, and the Hch, 
built in 1901 by William Thompson at  the new 
Fountain City Boatyard), 22 quhrbmts ,  18 office 
boats, 3 steam d d  boats, mors than 100 barges, 
store b03t3, dump boats, derrick boats, and a large 
number of small powder boats, grasshoppers, skiffs, 
and loading boats. 

The coming of the &foot channel project kcreas- 
ed the need for larger towboats and more powerful 
dredgea. In 1907 the District boatyard at Fountain 
City was expanded, a new boatyard begun. at Still- 
water, Minnesota. Stillwater wa3 not really central 
ta the St. Paul-to-Winom Distr ict which the 
boatyard wag to serve; it w m  23 rnilea up the St. 
Croix River and haccessibb at, low water. But it 
wa3 a n  i n e x p s i r e  site. The lmd for the new yard 
cost $1,500, and had already been the site o€ B 
previous boatyard, the Stillwater Marine Ways 
Company, whose buildingrJ were &ill standing and 
usable. Furkher, the bmtyard connected to  
Stillwater by electric m, was on the line of two 
railroads, and had an excellent bay for harboring 
the Bktrict fleet in the winter, And unlike St. Pad, 
which might haw been a more lagkd location, 
StUwater was a small town where, 8 s  DuShane 
nod, “labor troubles will be at zt minimum.”‘‘ 

A steam drill mat at work 
preparing holes for underwater 
blast Ing. 

I 

Not everyone in the District Office agreed with 
Riche’a expansion of building 3nd repair fa&tks. 
C.W. Durham, chief enginex under Riche, com- 
plained about the expansion from the beginning. Fi- 
nally, after the yard3 had been built and had proved 
themelves to be expensive, with a worklaad under 
what Kche had hoped, D w h m  ended his 3eries of 
1nEmx3 with an I-told-you-ao note signed “The Jug. 
gler.” The facts, m o t e  Durham, “ought to be plain 

A typical dipper dredge added 
tu the Rock Island District fleet 
for the 6.faot cbannei proJeect 
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The hydraulic cBtter dredge 
Rock Mand, add&d to th0 f l m t  
in 1337. At 23B feet. dleplacing 
1,WD tans: this “rnilllon dollar 
dredge,” 83 she W ~ S  known, 
was the largest boai ever to be 
a part of the Rack Island 
Olstrlct. 

A D iat ri et qua A erboat. ty p Ica I 
of those usrd to house hired 
labor in the field. 

i 
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enough even to a man from Misaouri.. .The mis- 
take made and m e  which I have fought against 
from the beginning is in i m a g i n  that you were g~ 
ing to  &.art 4 big fmtmies where all the work you 
have in sight far 20 years will not keep o w  
buay!ll”lE Instead, Durham suggested, all of the 
new work required c d d  have been handled by “a 
few pnmrnatir: tools and a steam 

The Stillwater Boatyard was phased out after 
completing construction from the last of the 1911 
appropriati~ns, The Fountain City Boatyard con- 
tinued to 3ewe the Rock Ishnd Diatrict until it was 
transferred to the St. Paul District. It now a-xves BH 
a servim base where the St, Paul District dredge 



Wiiiim Thampxm and several other boats are sta- 
tioned. The Des Maine3 Rapids dry do&, which re- 
placed the d d  canal dry dock in 1912, stdl exists, 
but B permanent coffer dam has replaced the gates 
to safeguard its deteriorating mnditiosn. 

In June 1907 when the first of the appropriations 
for the B - f m t  channel wag authorized, Rich re- 
ceived permission to build two 15-inch and one 

yards. One dredge was built at each of the yards. 
The VesrcuCus, built by William Th~mpson at Foun- 
tain City, W E ~ H  115 feet long with a 3Q-fmt beam and 
a 31-inch draft. It dispkmd 218 ton3 md r z d  
17-inch di8darg.e pipes. A siabr ahip ta the 
Vm.wius, the Peke, wag bust at South Stillwater 
Boatyard by PuShane, while the tkird dredge, the 
Etna, with  18-inch digcharge pipes, was built by 
M e i p  at Keouk. 

1 8 - k h  hyd~ul i~  at the G o v m e n t  boat- 

Them three W g e a  were capable of far more 
work than the earlier dredges. The Emn, for exam- 
ple, pumped an average of 287.7 cubic yards an 
hour, 3.230.7 yards a day. She made a cut 6 to 7 feet 
deep mQVing ahead at 14.7 fmt per hour. In 1917 the 
Etna dredged 252,694 cubic yards - about as much 
as was removed dwring the whole Rock Island Ra- 
pids improvement, 

An appropriation of $1,0010,000 in 1910 provided 
for t h e  additional 18-inch hydraulic dredges. 
Besign and cmatruction of these dredges was 
assigned to Meigs at Kedmk. They were completed 
in 1912. 

Naming of these three dredges proved to be as 
difficult as budding them. DuShne at South Still- 
water in 1908 had suggested “Popocatopatl” a3 the 
name for whRt became the Peke. The naming of 
boats apparently got further out af hand when 
Disbrict Engineer Major Charles Kellm asked Meigs 
to pick names for the new &edges+ On September 
10, 1910, Keller notified Meigs that his mmea [what 
them were is not known] were not aatiisfactary and 
to try but a week kter Keller wrote to 
Meigs informing him that he was “respectfully re 
quested to  name the new dredges Warren, Macomb, 
and Farquhar.”16 

215 





The Corps of Engineers, however, had begun a 
policy which di3cowaged naming bmts after En- 
gineer officers because af the difficulties this had 
cauad. IThe Rock Island District had already car- 
ried this to extremes. They had named a quwter- 
boat the Hoffimunn in 1874, and later they h d  nam- 
ed a sounding machine the J.N. Macurnb,l In Oc- 
tober, orders from the Chief of Engineers to Major 
K a k  changed the names of the new dredges to 
Hydraulic Dredges Nos. 6, 7 ,  and 8. These same 
orders changed the name of the H e c h  to Hydraulic 
Dredge No. 2, and the name of the E m  to 
Hydraulic Dredge No, 5, ’@ The reaso~l given for the 
order was “to avoid the use of atrange and outJan- 
dish names for phnt in this Distsict.”lT 

Photographs taken of boat3 during thi3 pariod 
show that the name3 were removed and replaced by 
numbers. The full titles painted on the boats read as 
follows: 

By July of 1911. names were again permissible, 
but the names for the three dredges being mn- 
structed were still in debate. In a Ie tkr  to Keller, 
Meigs complained that K e k r ’ s  suggestion of 
Sucker and Owtcast (note the pans) were no good, 
Meip felt that the names should be E r n B u ; ~ ,  Terror, 
and Stmmbodi, tQ keep the tradition in the Dktrkt 
of naming dredges after v01canos.~* Late in 1912 the 
dredges h l l y  received names: Ape, Tat& and 
Mayan, all Phillipine volcanos. The last bib of spar 
ring in the dredge ccmtrovarsy m e  in a tongue-in- 
cheek letter sent bo the Chief of En@near;s by C.W. 
Durham in 1913, In that letter, Durham wrote that 
he didn’t 3813 why “Hwhr,” “A~chilles,’~ "Castor," 
and ‘APdlux” wouldn’t work a3 names for the 
dredgea, "since they are not the names of [corps] of- 
ficers living or dead.”1g 

Although most O€ the dredging QII the 6-foot pro- 
ject was m sandbars, much rock still remained to be 
e x c a v a t d  t~ take cam of this three new dipper 
dredges were built at Rock Island in 1914. The 
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THE ROCK ISLAND DISTRICT 
FLEET 

Dammport, KeokrcR and SL P u d  wme idmtical 
sister ship ,  each dispkcing 348 tons, built by the 
Rock Island Bridge and Iron Works using ma- 
chinery from the Oagad Dredge Company. Each 
m a t  $68,865 to build. They had 2-cubic yard dippers 
at the end of 45-fmt booms a d  were able tw dredge 
in as much a3 18 feet of water. 

As big and expensive as; these boats were, they 
operated with far more economy than the shp le  
equipment of the early days of improvement work. 
Each of the dredigea was able to  dredge an average 
of 26 cubic yards to 90 cubic yards of 3and or mud 
per hour at a unit cost of 0.515 cents per yard. This 
compared with the average of more than $9 per cu- 
bic yard paid to remove rock in 1854, and the $37 
per cubic yard that Lieutenant Lee paid on the D e s  
Moines Rapids in 1838-39. 

B y  the end of 1914 the Fhck Island District had 
spent a total of $2,680,795 on it3 fleet. 

The last of the steamboats built for the Rock 
Island District were the four idenkical. medium 
towboats, the Le Chire, Minng~pdis, Mrmmtim, 
and Nuumoo, built at  Graftan, Ilhois, by Edward 
Howard in 1915. These were akl-hulled boats of 
254 tom, with a h g t h  of 144 feet, 1Q inches, and a 
beam of 84 feet, drawing 3 feet of water. Rivermen 
nicknmed them the “ d o  boats” because of their 
height, their tall, straight sides, and the location of 
the pilot house forward of its usual location. 

The silo boats were designed at the R Q C ~  I s h d  
Diiatrict Office, and the designs created Rome em- 
bmassment among the oldtimers. After looking at 
ths planned d e a b ,  William Thornpaon wrote to 
C.W. Durham from La Crosse; 

I 
I 

T h  cabin on the mwbaata, as arigiflv planned, ia the rotteneat 
thing I ever WW, and that pilot house is s imply  ridiculous, shoved 
way up forward. I ahmd the plan to  same pilot3 and they d BaugM 
at us. For the b r d ’ a  saka cut that out and build the cabin according 
t o  Richard’3 [Richard Yomix, principal Atraistant Enginem in the 
Rack Island Office] phn. There is nol L stembantrmn in the world 
acquainted with t h e  Misshippi River that would mommend such an 
arrangement. We w d d  be the laughing s t d  d everybody on the 
river. The hull is fine and I don’t see tha~ it could k made any bet*, 
but that cabin and pilot house would be L Lughble proposition if it 
were not 80 wQiQus.”= 
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The d o  design prevailed, and can be seen in the il- 
lustration on page 218. 

One boat which rleservm specid mention is the 
Elbn, the ‘‘District Enghwr’s royd barge+’’21 The 
Elkn was built at La Cmase, Wisconsin, in 1907, 
and bought by the Rock I shnd District from the 
C a r d  Eatate’* in 1911 for $12,000. She WEIS a n  oak- 
hulled, 200-ton boat, 144 feet long with a 26-foot 
beam and a 3-foot draft. Hw 18-foot stern wheel 
moved her d ~ n g  at 310 mhs par hour. 

The Ellen became the flagship of the  District 
fleet, inspecting work in progress, taking visiting 
dignitaries wound, and representing the Corps at 
dedication cwemoies for locks and dams during 
the 1930’s. Her captain wa3 James Maxwell a n  ald 
riveman whr, had wlier worked for ths Lighthouse 
Service taking care of the 17 d e s  of lights along 
the Rock Island hpids .  “Jimmy the Lamp,” a s  he 
was known then, made the trip between Rock Island 
and Le Claire daily in a small rowboat i~ order to 
tend the lights.%’ 

All of these additions between 1900 and 1915 in- 
creased the District fleet to the point where it was 
by far the largeat single operation on the Upper 
Mississippi In 1918, when there were fewer than $0 
packet and towboat3 left in private hands, the Rock 
Xahnd District fleet numbered 19 steamboats, 8 
hydraulic dredges, 5 dipper dredges, 4 gasdine 
3mew halxnchea, 1 2  small gasoline paddle hunches, 
48 &otm akiffs, 239 barges, and 145 office boats, 
quarterboats, fuel flats, store boats, spudboats, 
buildingboats, grasshoppers, dump boats, derrick 
boats, houseboats, and drill boats, in addition to a 
full complement of lifeboats, yawls, and skiffs for 
each of the steamers, 

In 1950 the Rock Island District received its b s t  
paddle wheel boat and its first diesel p o w e d  boat 
when the Fart Arm~ifmng arrived, She was a 
medium boat, 109 feet long with a 20-Tmt beam, and 
she wa3 powered by diesel electric drive with a chain 
to the paddle. I n  the late 1940‘s t h e  For t  Armstromg 
was transferred to bhe Huntington Engineer 219 



District. With the coning of the new 9-%ot channel, 
there was no longer any n d  for the paddle wheel. 

The dlesel towboat Rack 
Isknd, 64 f e e t  long wlth 850 
h o mepower, 

The District fleet experienced a small spurt of 
new growth as the CQrp3 prepared for the 9-foat 
channel project in 1980, Thkty-ctne new pieces of 
floating phnt were bought or constructed in 193& 
and an additional 46 pieces were contrachi or built 
by k e d  labor in 1931. But most  of these were 
smaller boats and barges designed not so much for 
construction a3 for the gowing responsibility of 
maintenance!. 

With khe WQO~  project dons mostly by contract, 
the need for an extensive Government fleet diiaap- 
p r e d ,  By 1937 the fleet had been reduced to thee 
steamboats and one diesel electric towboat. There 
were still seven suction dredges, but only QIE dipper 
dredge and about onefourth the number of quarter- 
h a t s ,  barges, and launches there had been in 1918. 

Two impressive pieces of equipment were added 
late in the $foot channel project. In the summer of 
1937 a new highpawered hydraulic cutter-head 
drsdge, the Rock Ishnrd,  arrived in the Di&rict. At 
280 feet bng with a 48-foot beam and a 4.6-fmt 
draft, displacing 1.5MS tom, the Rock Ishnd was 
the largest dredge the Diatrict had ever owned. 
Four dredges the size ctf the Geyser could be phced 
on her deck. 





222 

The arrivd af a new boat in the District 3 t i U  
creates excitement. Typical of this was the christsn- 
ing of the GsneraE Edgermn, B new 3wrvey boat,, on 
Engineer Day, d u m  16,1977. A t  ceremonies held at 
Locks and Dam 16 in Rock Island, the boat was 



named for Major General Glen E. Edgerton, who 
served aa Rmk Island District Engineer from 
1930-1933. Edgerton b e x m e  Governor of the 
Panama Canal Zone during World War 11 and died 
in 1976. 

The boat was christened by Mrs. James N. 
Rothschild, General Edgerton’s daughter. As part 
of the ceremony, the Canal Zone gmmnor’s flag was 
raked QTI the boat; the flag was a m d s  
presented to Colonel Lycan, the Distric~ Engineer, 
for permanent display aboard the boat. 



THE ROCK I3LAND DiSTRlCT Transprtxticm Remrch and DEVdOpmBnt CQm- 
FLEET mand at Fort Eustis, Virginia, she wa3 transferred 

to the Vicksburg District Gorpa of Engineers in 
1961, and from there, in 1980, ta the Rock Island 
District. 

Along with the transfer of the I h o i s  Wakway 
to the Rock Island Distr ict  on July 1, 1980, came 
several additional pieces of floating plant based on 
the Elhnis River. Basad at the Corps of Engineers 

 aho on and the Karzkdse; a survey boat, the 
Ranger; and a crane barge, the Mama Based a t  the 
Corps of Engineer3 Peoria Project Office are two 
small towboats, the Pekin and the P~onk. Small 
towboats are also stationed a t  the Peoria Lo& and 
the La Grange Lack to  assist in raising and lower- 
ing the wicket gates on the & u n a  at tho3e places. 
The Smgamon is stationed at the Peoria L d ,  the 
B ~ E s t a w n  at La Grange. 

Also stationed on the Illinois Waterway are a 
steam derrick, Dawick Boat NQ. 3; the Atlus, a 
170-bn diesel electric $ate lifter; and two additional 
survey launches. 

Jdi& Project Ofike two hwboats, the Chn- 

1 I 

I 

The Rock Island District fleet has mirrored the 
changes in the general picture. of river transpmta- 
tion. The pm3ant fleet is smder  and less pictures- 
que, but the new boata are far more powerful and ef- 
ficiept than the old h a t s .  They get a bt of work 
done quietly. I 

I 

I 

I 



Notes 
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